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This Months meeting: Tuesday, April 18",
Dewitt Memorial Building.... 7pm

Chips & Splinters
Hello MMWG members and friends!

One thing that makes me love woodworking is the creativity and
ingenuity I see my fellow woodworkers. Last month's presentation
on making wooden bows - the kind you wear or decorate with, not
the kind that shoots arrows - by Larry Burgess put creativity and
ingenuity on full display. Larry wore one of his ties to the meeting
and showed several examples of his bows as project adornments
and drawer pulls. Thanks, Larry, for sharing this great technique
with us.

Members, your board is considering having regular meetings
through July and August to better serve you. Since we currently
don't meet in July and August, and December is reserved for our
holiday gathering, we only have meetings three fourths of the year.
If we subtract June as a field trip, that leaves us only 8 out of 12
months we actually meet up to share and help each other out. Let
your board members know what you think of the idea.

In this month's presentation Matt Rosendaul will recount some of
his personal woodworking journey with us, paying special
attention to those things that have made him a better woodworker.

Our member surveys revealed that a significant fraction of us are
relatively new to woodworking. And, of course, all of us are novices
at lots of areas of woodworking. The good news is you are a
member of the Mid-Michigan Woodworker's Guild and that means
you are not alone. Following the lead of Matt's presentation theme
the MMWG is here to improve, or elevate, all member's
woodworking experience. Bring your questions, comments, and
concerns to other members so they can address them directly or
steer you to a member who can.

Bring along your show-and-tell projects or photos of them and please fill
in the Member's Gallery form so your work can be properly credited.

Safe and Happy Woodworking
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March Meeting Show & Tell Projects

Chris Shoenberg Dale Zimmerman Fred Koos Herb LaCross
Bookshelf Receipt Keeper & press  Veneer Box - wipping varnish Refinished Knick nack shelf

Herb LaCross Jacob Brandt Larry Burgess
Sapele Dovetail Box Key Rack Cherry Box — Spalted Maple Bow
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Larry Burgess Larry Lindemann Matt Rosendaul Pete Gregg
Spalted Maple Live edge Cherry Box Plywood Cutting Board Cabinet on stand
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Selection and use of Stanley metal bodied hand planes

The improvement of hand woodworking tools seems to have ceased with the advent of
power tools. Bandsaws, sanders, drill presses, radial arm saws, jointers and planers proved
to be to more appealing to the home craftsman. Manufacturers responded with more and
more power tools and less and less hand tools. For the modern hobbiest interested in using
both bodies of tools, identifying the highest level of hand tool manufacture and purchasing
those gems that are approaching 100 years of age, can result in a tool chest full of the best
hand tools for a reasonable price.

Hand tool improvement had largely ceased before WWIL. In the case of Stanley planes, the
apex happened around the 1920’s. lets review the list of advances seen in Stanley planes.

Lateral adjustment lever — prior to this improvement, a small hammer was used to tap here
and there on the iron and plane body for perfect alignment.

Frog adjustment screw — this screw captured the position of the frog for repeatable
placement of the relation between the iron cutting edge and the size of the mouth. This
adjustment has an affect upon the fineness of shaving produced. Prior to the frog
adjustment screw, every time the frog screws were loosed, the mouth opening would have
to be set using trial and error. With the screw, adjustments could be made very simply with
a small adjustment to the frog adjusting screw, the frog screws tightened and the desired
mouth adjustment quickly made — and back to work. I won’t use a plane without this
feature.

Cutting depth adjustment — having a dial to advance the iron to take a finer or courser cut
is a big improvement over the hammer taping method that was also used to center the iron.
Tapping the toe, heel. Ugh, enough with the tapping!

For me, the best Stanley metal bodied planes are found in type 11 and 12. The type chart
can be found in Patrick Leach’s published works. Look for Pat’s Blood and Gore. The name
is odd, but this is the best collection of information about these planes and how to identify
their era through an attribute flow chart.

Changes made in following years that were not improvements, but more cost savings:
plastic, aluminum or steel handles, plastic depth adjuster wheel, cavities cast into the frog
to reduce metal requirements.

Style changes added some misguided color adornment (what were they thinking?)

Bring your planes to a MMWG meeting and I will be happy to help you identify the type and
approximate age.

There are many sources and methods to bring your vintage Stanley plane into usable
condition. Assuming all parts are present, a fairly short period of time and effort will pass
before you can be making shavings.
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First step is to fully disassemble your plane and make note of the condition and any parts
that may need replaced. At this point, you should decide the extent of your efforts. Will this
be a ‘frame off’ restoration or just ‘getting the old girl back on the road™ if the plane will be
your daily user, carefully evaluate the condition and remaining life of the iron. An
aftermarket iron can immediately put your performance in a category similar to the
premium planes for sale today, and for less than half the price.

Next step is to treat any corrosion on any of the components. I like using citric acid as a
first step. If the body is heavily rusted or pitted, you may need to break out the battery
charger for a little electro shock therapy. Electrolysis isn’t complicated and can have
satisfactory results in 24 hours. If you search on YouTube, you will find many concoctions
designed to deal with rust. MrPete222 or Tubalcain, recently had a rust removal Olympics
where he compared many of the methods available.

If a paint job is required, high temp gloss black works pretty well. Don’t let your wife catch
you baking the finish in the oven — wait till she is off visiting friends and ventilate well after
the fact.

[ use 100 grit sanding belts laid flat on plate glass to flatten the sole. Don’t go overboard
with this. Flat is flat enough. Don’t go polishing the bottom so you can read the paper in
the reflection.

Many methods exist for sharpening. The method isn’t nearly as important as regular
application. Purchase a strop and green buffing compound. Sharpen to give a good
foundation and then strop frequently.

Once you have your plane in fighting condition, be sure to oil your treasure before storing
at the end of your project. Rust will come back to visit unless you take preventive
measures. 3-in-1 or sewing machine oil are great. Disassemble and oil everything and you
won’t be delayed and frustrated when you next call upon your Stanley number 5 into
action.

Daniel Cummings lives in Bath, MI and enjoys woodworking, metalworking,
gardening and being out in the shop.




WOODCHATTER

Page 5

The Home Shop: John Wilson & Eric Pintar, LLC.
Ph 517-543-5325 or visit ShakerOvalBox.com

-
-

4

n.j B

Ll | L ST

3
1
¥
i

."

-
fusz—
4{/'4’// Boxmaker

The Source for materials to make
Shaker Oval Boxes

Weekend Classes:

Shaker Oval Boxes

Wood Planes and other tools
Hand Cut Dovetails

New Book release:
“Making Wood Tools

air-dried and Kkiln-dried hardwood
7535 Clark Rd.

Bath, MI 48808

Ph: 517/641-6189

Email: kelvinpot@yahoo.com

FYI: Keith July, ie. July’s Woodworks, llc offers Router classes at
Johnson’s Workbench in Charlotte. Call him at 543-0957 for details

Member Services continued on page
If you want to be included in Member Services, see Chay Kasinski at the meeting or

email him at: che.kap2@gmail.com or
517-515-2779




lohnson’
Workhbench

4265 28- Street, Grand rapids, MI 616-957-9663 563 North Cochran, Charlotte, MI 517-543-2727

July's Woodworks, llc

Custom Cabinets and Design Service
"turns a pile of wood into something of
beauty for your home, office or cabin”

DLR WoodWorks

Custom Pens / Custom Woodworking

Keith July, Custom Cabinetmaker
1428 Carlisle Hwy.
Charlotte, M 48813

Denny Rueter
(517) 543-0957

DLRWOODWORKS@COMCAST.NET
. 231 Piper Road Haslett, M| 48840
keith@julyswoodworks.com 5173166193

www.julyswoodworks.com >




